Atlas of Living Australia

Hosted by CSIRO and in collaboration with partners in government, museums and universities, the Atlas of Living Australia http://www.ala.org.au/ is developing a biodiversity data management system which will link Australia’s biological knowledge with its scientific and agricultural reference collections and other custodians of biological information.  It was created in response to the need for more comprehensive and accessible information on Australia’s biodiversity.

By linking species distribution data with species lists and classifications, mapping and identification tools, images, literature and occurrence records, the Atlas is opening new possibilities for research and management.

The Atlas of Living Australia’s website states that 

The Atlas offers
· Species pages with descriptions, distribution maps, images, observations, specimens and more.

· Lists of scientific and common names for Australian plants, animals, fungi and microorganisms.
· Identification keys and tools.

· Curatorial information on Natural History Collections (museums, herbaria and microorganism collections), with links to their specimens.

· Mapping tools to search, analyse and combine biodiversity and environmental data.

· Information and tools for citizen science projects.

· Tools to track environmental indicators and changes over time.

· Open source tools to download and use.

· Australian nodes of international biodiversity databases and tools, e.g. Morphbank, Biodiversity Heritage Library, and
The Atlas is

1. Assisting museums, herbaria and other biological collections to publish and share their biodiversity data online.

2. Enabling people to access, combine and explore information about Australia’s biodiversity online.

3. Providing a more detailed picture of Australia’s biodiversity.

4. Acting as a ‘Yellow Pages’, linking people to a variety of rich information sources.

5. Providing new tools and products to support research on Australia’s biodiversity.

6. Working with existing projects to incorporate more comprehensive information about Australian biodiversity, for example Biodiversity Heritage Library and Morphbank.

7. Assisting institutions to complete species names information through the Australian National Species Lists projects.
The Atlas is a work in progress, and is funded under the Australian Government’s National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS).

The Atlas is open to the public and you can direct access the site to learn more about the many different data sets with examples, forums, videos and frequently asked questions.  You can also explore information on species maps, collections and regions, and share sightings, photos and information.  
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