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EIGHT  PARSONS  UP  A  GUM  TREE

(Peter Davidson)
The specific names of seven Eucalypts and an Angophora honour Australian clergy who engaged in serious botanic or other scientific endeavours - either along with their parochial work, or sometimes having given it up to pursue scientific interests.   This paper is about those men and their careers - ecclesiastical and botanic.
This does not include six others who were collectors - two whose fame was snatched away when the species they discovered and which were named for them were found to have been earlier described or later were considered hybrids.   A species collected by the Rev Samuel Marsden was not described, and named as E. marsdenii, until 1918 - with the species then recognized as being E. penrithensis already described in 1913 and itself later considered a hybrid.   The Rev Joseph Simmonds whose honouring in 1922 with E. simmondsii by Maiden was long before trumped when the species had already been named E. nitida in 1860.   Another, Rev Joseph Faulkner, was a joint collector with Rev Norman McKie (see below) and a local lady from Nundle (near Tamworth).   Chivalry held sway and the lady received the honour (E. robsoniae) - but this species was also later considered to be hybrid.   
Angophora woodsiana (Smudgee, Woods’ Apple) is a cream to white flowering 20m tree from Coffs Harbour to Fraser Island.   Fr Julian Tenison-Woods (1832 - 1889) (born Woods - later hyphenating his name) was a Catholic Priest and polymath.   Born in England he came to Australia for health reasons and completed his studies for the priesthood here.   He was Parish Priest at Penola (SA) where he had a passion for the education of poor children by some Order of Nuns he hoped might be formed.    A 24 year old woman with a similar motivation moved to Penola to be encouraged by him.     She was Mary MacKillop - who founded the Order of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart there in 1866, using the Rule her mentor, Tenison-Woods, drew up.    By training a journalist, he edited several religious journals in SA, some with polemical and political bent, and for four years directed Catholic education in SA.   Despite his simple piety, this did not prevent him often falling out with his superiors (and later even with MacKillop).   So he increasingly pursued his scientific interests, travelling in Qld, NSW, Tasmania and NT on decreasingly religious and increasingly scientific purposes.    In 1883 - the year he finally ceased having any church appointments - the SA Governor commissioned him to research the potential for tin mining in the Malay states.   Concurrently he travelled in Java, Borneo, Siam and Japan - during which he witnessed the eruption of Krakatoa.    With F M Bailey (Queensland Government Botanist) in 1880 he jointly published a review of the flora of the Brisbane region.   In 1882 Bailey described a local Angophora, naming it for his recent collaborator.  It is not represented in ANBG.   Mt Tenison-Woods, just north-west of Brisbane, also commemorates him.   He penned over 150 papers and several books on history, botany, geology, palaeontology and zoology.   On his death his estate went to an ex-nun from MacKillop’s order, who had nursed him in his final days, to help her achieve her dream to found a refuge for middle-class unmarried mothers (which would become the now closed St Margaret’s Hospital in Sydney).  

Eucalyptus cameronii and Eucalyptus mckieana deserve mention together - for more reason than that both are white-flowered stringybarks from the New England.   They honour a close friendship at many levels, and joint collaborators - Presbyterian Ministers concurrently serving adjacent Parishes of Glen Innes and Guyra.   E. cameronii (Diehard Stringybark from the district of that name, 40 Km east of Glen Innes, where it was collected in State Forests) is named for the Rev Archibald Peter Cameron (1869 - 1945).   A tree to 40m, E cameronii is found in New England higher country from behind Wauchope to near Warwick.    Cameron was an amateur plant collector and Presbyterian Minister at Glen Innes 1902 - 1934 as assistant then as successor to his father who had been the minister there 1866 - 1905 and where the son grew up.   Father and son held the same Parish continuously for 68 years.   His botanical interest must have been infectious as both a son (honoured by the naming of Triforensia cameronii) and grandson joined the forestry service.   Cameron was more renowned ecclesiastically than his friend and colleague from the adjacent parish - who was well known scientifically.   Together, and with forester Harry Luke (later to be Head of Division for the Forestry Commission), they collected the type specimen of E. cameronii in June 1932.   
E. Mckieana (McKie’s Stringybark) is a tree 30m in limited range from Emmaville to Bendemeer which honours the Rev Ernest Norman McKie (1882 - 1948) who collected the type specimen which was described in 1930 - two years before E. cameronii.   This may suggest that already having a eucalypt. named for him, McKie as joint describer with Blakey, felt it appropriate his co-discoverer friend should be similarly honoured.   McKie was Minister at Guyra 1912 - 1948 (all but the first two years of his entire ministry was spent at Guyra) where he exercised his keen interests in agronomy, noxious weeds and eucalypts.   Self taught in botany and geology, his interest in grasses advanced the pasture improvement practices of many locals.   He was the first Secretary of the Guyra branch of the Agricultural Bureau and a member of the New England Experimental Farm Advisory Committee and several learned bodies.   His insights and advice led to potato yield increases by local growers.   In the acknowledgements in his 1934 A Key to the Euclypts Blakely places “my colleague” McKie at the head of the list of Acknowledgements for his “constant assistance during the preparation of the work”.   Conjecture would suggest McKie was the influence on Cameron in botanical matters.   There already was a known pre-existing friendship between the two families:  as a young man McKie had grown up in the Glen Innes congregation under Cameron Snr - where his father was an Elder.   Also curiously coincidental, Cameron Jnr and McKie each served the wider Presbyterian church in the one year appointment of State Moderator - McKie ten years after his friend and collaborator.     E cameronii is not represented in ANBG, E. mckieana is listed as “vulnerable” and is represented by seventeen specimens in S199.   
Eucalyptus woollsiana.   William Woolls (1814 - 1893) qualifies though he was only a cleric for the last decade of his working life.   He was the 19th child of a Winchester family (his father was a wholesaler!) and was himself twice widowed and was survived by his third wife and the two children of his first marriage.   He came to Australia at age 18 and became a teacher - firstly at the Kings School (where the headmaster introduced him to botany) then at a school he opened at Parramatta catering for sons of prominent colonialists.   He treasured all things Australian - and especially the flora.   In the classroom and in his writing he promoted everything about his adopted land.   He corresponded voluminously with Mueller (1000 letters), with Robert Brown and Bentham, and shared a great deal of personally acquired knowledge with Maiden.   His PhD awarded in 1865 was for a study on the plants in the Parramatta region.   E. woollsiana is ascribed the common names “Grey Gum” or “Narrow-leaved Grey Gum”.  The type specimen came from Gulgong and was described in 1900 by Baker.   EUCLID and others consider it could be so closely related to synonym of  E. microcarpa (sic) as to be the same species, while such diverse publishers as Blakely (1934, 1965) and Wrigley and Fagg (2010) consider it has its own identity.   It ranges along the western slopes from southern Queensland into central Victoria.   Regardless of the ultimate fate of E. woolsiana, Woolls is also remembered by a monotypic Genus (Woolsia pungens in S 15c of ANBG), and by five other species.   He also collected the type of E. beyeri though it was not described until 1917.

Eucalyptus dwyeri.   Five years after describing this species Maiden and Blakely must have questioned their wisdom.   Returning from study in Rome, Fr. Joseph Wilfred Dwyer (1869 - 1939) served the Catholic Church at Goulburn, Gundagai and Wagga Wagga , then as Inspector of Catholic schools, and then again for six years was Parish Priest of Temora.   Travelling so widely, he amassed a significant botanical collection - and a supportive library.   He published a paper in the Australian Naturalist on the flora around Temora and Barmedman, and joined the NSW Linnean Society in 1920.  On the creation of the new Diocese of Wagga in 1918 he became its first Bishop.   In 1920 he haplessly became a household name.   One night a mentally disturbed young Irish nun walked out from the Mt Erin Convent in Wagga - and put herself into the care of members of the Orange Lodge!   Exercising his perceived pastoral duty towards her Dwyer went through a series of court cases.   No one really “won” - but the Orangemen certainly did not cover themselves with glory even though the press had a field-day in the sectarian mood of the day pursuing the juicy story of the “escaped Nun”.   But at least, being the focus of press attacks, Dwyer took some of the sectarian heat off his close friend Daniel Mannix!   E. dwyeri is a mallee tending to a tree of 15m from the S-W slopes of NSW;  seven specimens are in the Eastern Mallee section of ANBG.    On his death his botanical collection and library passed to the care of that same convent, where his niece was in charge;  later they were deposited in the National Herbarium and the library of the ANBG respectively.

Eucalyptus michaeliana.   There are specimens of the “Hillgrove Gum” in the Eucalypt Lawn.   The type specimen of this tree was collected in 1937 by Canon Norman Michael (1884 - 1951) - near the town that gives the 30m white-flowering tree its common name.   Blakely described it the following year, naming it for its collector who by now was a well known conscientious collector.   Curiously there are small isolated stands also near Wyong and in the McPherson Ranges.    Michael spent all of his life and did most of his collecting in Queensland, though it did take in northern NSW as well.   Ordained in the Church of England in 1910, for several years he worked as a Bush Brother in remote areas and on an Aboriginal mission.    At the height of the war, though too old to don uniform, Michael exercised a valuable ministry as a civilian chaplain at Charters Towers RAAF Station.   A collection of over 2000 specimens dating from 1915 and especially from around Herberton, Yarrabah and Boonah is held by the Queensland Herbarium, while other Michael-collected specimens are held in Kew, Berlin, Vienna and USA.    Species of the genera Polyalthia and Elaeocarpus (Quandongs) are named for him.
Eucalyptus morrisii.   This is a mallee to about 10m, and as appropriate to its appearance and harsh environment (from around Bourke to Euabalong) has the common name of “Grey Mallee”.   It is named for Robert Newton Morris (1844 - 1921).    After achieving triple First Class Honours he continued on lecturing in Chemistry and Experimental Physics at Sydney University for two years.  Entering the Congregationalist ministry his ability was recognised when after only two years he was appointed the second Principal of that church’s training college in Sydney in 1872.   But the college fell on hard times and he stepped down.   He briefly conducted ministry in SA but returned to NSW as an educationist - conducting private schools firstly in Yass, then in Goulburn.   In an unusual move, he was appointed from outside the system as public school inspector at Maitland in 1881.   Concurrently he returned to study (LL.B 1884, LL.D 1886).  After a stint as an inspector in Sydney he moved into higher roles, becoming superintendent of technical education (1896 - 1904).   Though not in any ecclesiastical appointment he retained his spiritual interests;  in 1913 he is noted as giving an Annual Lecture where he identified similar principles at work in both spiritual and scientific pursuits.    The type specimen of the white-flowered mallee was collected by W Bauerlin near Girilambone in 1900.   Describing the species R T Baker explains he named the species for Dr Morris as Superintendent of Technical Education in NSW “for his co-operation in our work on the economics of the genus Eucalyptus”.   Curiously three of the five examples in ANBG are in S100.   His latter years appear to have been financially difficult and he was run down and killed in a motor vehicle accident in Sydney in 1931.

Eucalyptus burgessiana.   The “Faulconbridge Mallee Ash” is named for the Rev Colin Ernest Bryce Hawthorne Burgess (1907 - 1987).   It too is a white-flowering mallee - to about 6m, extremely limited in range to the Lower Blue Mountains.   Burgess was Rector of Leura 1944 - 56, where he was well able to pursue his botanical interests.   On one occasion driving in his parish he happened on council workers cutting down scrub.   He remonstrated with them about destroying a rare Eucalypt, explaining its significance.   They hot-footed back to their foreman reporting “You’d better come - there’s a parson here who is a world-famous expert on Eucalypts!”.    (My informant does not record the foreman’s response.)    Expert indeed he was:  in 1963 he authored a book entitled Blue Mountains Gums.    Hall (1978) describes it as being “one of the best local hand-books for the amateur botanist, and yet technically of a high standard, to be published in Australia”.    A Conospermum (Smoke Bushes - mostly from WA) but from the Northern Tablelands and Darling Downs is also named for him.   On a trip back to the Blue Mountains, with Johnson and Blaxell he collected the type specimen of this Eucalypt in 1972 near the Great Western Highway at Faulconbridge.   Johnson and Blaxell described it and named it for Burgess.   At that time he had just retired, but not from any church appointment.   In 1961 he had taken up a position as a botanist in the Herbarium at ANBG where he stayed for eleven years.   Appropriately enough there are a number of specimens in the ANBG - in the Sydney Basin and high above Banks’ Walk, as near as possible to where Burgess worked in the Herbarium.   
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