William Dampier – buccaneer explorer
William Dampier (1652-1715) the English buccaneer, visited the West Coast of Australia in 1688 and 1699. The blue flowers of the Dampiera caught his attention at Shark Bay, WA and the genus was named for him.

.

Dampier’s explorations inspired English authors to weave exploration, finds and deeds into their fiction. Daniel Defoe based his ‘Robinson Crusoe’ on the real life experience of Alexander Selkirk who was marooned at his own request, on Juan Fernandez Is. off S. America. Dampier participated in his rescue. Daniel Defoe borrowed the title of his ‘A New Voyage Round the World’ published London 1697, directly from Dampier. It is an account of his journey on the Cygnet. 
Daniel Defoe wrote no fewer than eight stories under the strong influence of Dampier’s accounts and produced his own entirely fictitious’ New Voyage Round the World’.

In 1726 J. Swift published Terra Australis Incognita. Jonathan Swift’s ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ has his hero Semuel Gulliver refer to advice he gave to “my Cousin Dampier” and to “my worthy friend Mr. Herman Moll”,Dampier’s cartographer. 
Dampier’s ‘Discourse of Trade Winds’ 1699 , still has the respect of navigators and meteorologists.
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