Many Australian timbers are used to make musical instruments

Harpisichord, pipe organs, clavichords and harps

Hugh Jones of Strathfield Sydney West makes harpsichords, pipe organs, clavichords and harps. Where possible Jones tries to use Australian timber. Woodwind, he said, respond better to hardwood such as acacias and mulga, whereas Queensland silver ash or Tasmanian sassafras was more suited to harps (the soundboard must be made from a wood that ‘not too heavy and not too light”). 

Ref: The Weekend Australian 30/10/04 by Jane Albert

Mark Hoza’s Kything Flutes

Wooden flutes suitable for Irish Traditional Music. Some Australian timbers exceed densities of African Blackwood or Boxwood. Most flutes (as of 2002) are made of Cooktown Ironwood (Erythrophleum chlorostachys)  which is slightly more dense than African Blackwood. A range of colours but tends to darken to dark red as the wood oxidizes. 

The timber shrinks so little from wet to dry that some even rough machine it virtually green and let it dry rough turned and bored.

Graham Bird Guitars

Bird Guitars are hand crafted in Tinonee NSW Australia.

Timbers include:-

Tasmanian Blackwood - sides and backs.

King William Pine – soundboards.

Jarrah - fretboard & bridge.

Some models include imported timbers, Brazillian Mahogany – back & sides, Ebony for other features.)

Australian timbers chosen rather than through necessity. Aust. Timbers are considered some of the best in the world for instrument making. If timber such as Tasmanian Blackwood & King Billy Pine had been available to master instrument makers, they would have been considered as bench marks. King Billy has warm rich tone with crisp highs & deep base. When braced correctly the tone is even across the sound spectrum.     
Ref: From Graham Bird information sheet.  

King William Pine

This species is widely used by Australian luthiers for construction of sounding boards in musical instruments, for example, pianos & violins.
King William Pine transmits sound at 5,500metres per second the same as spruce which is re-known as producing the best soundboards for pianos & violins. (Bucur 1995).

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/fpt/nwfp/musicaltimbers/musicaltimbers1.html
Kauri Pine (Agathis sp) for Celtic Harps
Other suitable timbers:
Swain (1928) and Bootle (1983) list a number of Australian species that have been or may be suitable for musical instruments.

· Hoop pine (Araucaria cunninghamii ) plywood for lyres, pianos and violins.

· Georgina Gidgee (Acacia georgianae).

· Cooktown ironwood (Erythrophleum chlorostachys).

Gimlet  (Eucalyptus salubris )

Suitable timber for flute head joints

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/fpt/nwfp/musicaltimbers/musicaltimbers1.html
