Booked Spring Flower Walks 2015
Background
These are to be offered to Tour Groups and marketed as a guided walk to see Spring Flowers in the ANBG followed by morning or afternoon tea in the Floresco Café.  

They are to be no more than 1 hour and must end at Floresco at the end of the hour.
They are to accommodate those in wheel chairs.

They will be offered during Floriade, 2015.

They are seen as a trial for more such themed walks for which Groups book and pay.

Route(s) see attached map
A loop route taking in:

· Banks Walk but first pointing out at the VIC the flora of Black Mountain.
· Rainforest Edge, turning right at the 

· side tarmac path towards the Pryor Tree and then linking with the 
· Main path through the Proteaceae, then at the crossroads with another tarmac path, turning left and going to the
· Daisy Garden and around that to 

· the Friends Shelter, where the route diverges 

· for foot traffic to the tarmac road (between Acacia Section and top of the Rock Garden back down and through the Rock Garden to the Pond) and 

· the wheel chair option (with some back tracking)  along the Rock Garden Lawn path and then back again to main path and down to Pond. 

· Then a return to the Café down the tarmac road with the Brittle Gum Lawn on the RHS.
Depending on how many separate groups there are the route allows for guides to include Banks walk or not, walk in the reverse direction, vary their path through the Asteraceae and Rock Gardens, so that the different groups can be kept separate on the day.  

Specific plants are not listed, however, based on IFTW and other records of what is in flower from mid September to mid October along this route there will be ample opportunity for guides to highlight some key groups and also key points relating to pollination and flower structure.  Some key messages about what the ANBG does can be delivered.  

Key plant groups which can be covered on this route include.

· Myrtaceae – those with petals and few stamens eg Chamelauceum, Leptospermum vs those with lots of stamens and few or no petals, the “fluffies” eg. Eucalypt flowers, Melaleuca & Callistemon – not so many of these are in flower at this time
· Proteaceae – highlighting the commonality of structure (pollen presenter and bird pollination)  eg Grevillea, Hakea, Banksia and Telopea.

· Eremophila – highlighting the different structures and colours and pollinators (open-tubed and no protruding stamens; landing spots, light colours 
· eg white and insect pollinators vs narrow-tubed, protruding stamens, often red and pollinated more by birds.

· Mimosaceae – rod vs ball structures; different numbers of individual flowers within the “inflorescence”; cream to yellow and perhaps a pink one (photo).

· Asteraceae – the huge range of this very large genus from prostrate plant to tree.

· Orchidaceae – again a very large genus.

· Xanthorrhea – if any flowering; wide range of uses – a veritable supermarket.

· Fabaceae

· Gymea Lily near the Rock Garden

Prepared by Jonette McDonnell, Anne Campbell and Christianna Cobbold.
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