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Featuring the plants of the Australian 
National Botanic Gardens, Canberra, ACT 
written and illustrated by Friends Rosalind 

and Benjamin Walcott

Today we will walk to the Asteraceae 
(daisy) garden finishing near the 
waterfall at the Rock Garden
1. As you leave the Visitors Information Centre 
look up to your left to see Pandorea 
jasminoides  covered in pink flowers and 
attractive mid-green foliage (photo above). 
This woody vine, also known as Bower of 
Beauty, is native to New South Wales and 
Queensland, and forms large pointed pods 
filled with papery seeds
2. Bear left up the hill behind the café to see on 
your left Clerodendron floribundum var. 
attenuatum  or Lolly Bush, a small rainforest 
tree in full bloom with clusters of strongly 
scented white bell flowers against dark green 
foliage (photo next page top left). 
Clerodendron floribundum grows widely 
across the top of Australia and down the coast 
of Queensland and New South Wales. 

14. Continuing on your right is Casuarina 
glauca prostrate form  or Swamp Oak (photo 
below left). This plant has hard, long, green 
foliage which can fall attractively to soften 
edges in the garden. It is a slow to moderate 
growing, prostrate fine leaf form of the common 
she-oak seen growing throughout eastern 
Australia mainly around moist gullies, streams 
and waterways.

12. Teucrium racemosum low on your right  
is a delicate small bush with narrow silvery 
leaves and white to pale blue flowers with a 
prominent lip (photo below left). . This plant 
grows in the wild across the mainland states.

13. On your right near the steps up to the Rock 
Garden is Hibbertia serpyllifolia,  or Hairy 
Guinea Flower, showing very fine light green 
foliage with 5-petalled bright lemon flowers in 
profusion (photo above right). This plant grows 
down the eastern coast of Australia, including 
Tasmania.

15. Also on your right is Hibbertia scandens 
or Snake Vine,  a popular and vigorous green 
climber with large yellow flowers (photo above 
right). It is found along the coast of New South 
Wales and Queensland.
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4. Turn right behind the depot, then left up the 
hill to see on your left Elaeocarpus reticulata 
‘Prima Donna’, a small dense tree with green 
leaves and pink, fringed bell flowers (photo 
below). Blue berries which follow the flowers 
are attractive to seed eating birds.

5. Continue up the hill then turn right into the 
Asteraceae Garden. On your right is 
Callistachys lanceolata , a small tree with 
green leaves and orange pea flowers with red 
accents (photo below). Commonly known as 
the Wonnich or Native Willow, this plant is 
native to southwestern Western Australia.

6. Bear left along the path to see on your left 
Leucophyta brownii  with cushions of silver 
foliage and yellow button flowers (photo below). 
The flowers appear silver in bud (as in the 
photo) and brown when fruiting. This plant 
grows in the wild along the southern coast of 
mainland Australia and the northern coast of 
Tasmania.

8. Again on your right in a pot is Xerochrysum 
palustre with green foliage covered in  yellow 
daisy flowers with gold centres (photot below). 
This plant is listed as vulnerable in the wild and 
is found along the south coast of Victoria and 
the north east coast of Tasmania.

9. Turn left towards the Rock Garden to see 
on your left Ammobium alatum  with grey 
winged foliage topped by white daisies with 
gold centres (photo below). The plants grow 
in the wild in eastern New South Wales and 
Victoria.

10. On your left across from the waterfall  is 
Xerochrysum bracteatum  or Paper Daisy with 
a mass of bright gold paper daisies on green 
linear foliage (photo below). This bright patch 
is full of butterflies and this plant is widespread 
in various habitats in all states and territories.

11. On your right in front of the waterfall is 
Eremophila dalyana  with grey foliage covered 
in white tubular flowers (photo below). This 
long-lived plant was named after Sir Dominick 
Daly, a 19th century Governor of South 
Australia. This plant occurs in the wild in 
southern Northern Territory, northern South 
Australia and Queensland.

7. Further on your right in a pot is 
Brachyscome ‘Pacific Reef’ with blue green 
foliage and bright purple daisy flowers with gold 
centres (photo below).

3. Cymbidium suave  further on your left is an 
orchid with sprays of small green and brown 
flowers and strap like foliage growing out of a 
log (photo above right). This plant is found in 
the wild along coastal Queensland and New 
South Wales.


