12. Also on your left is Callistemon subulatus
‘Brogo Overflow’ with bright red flowers and a
low spreading habit (photo below left). This
species is native to NSW and Victoria where it
grows along the banks of watercourses. Bear
right along the road with the Ian Potter
Conservatory site.

13. On your right is Banksia pencillata or
Newnes Plateau Banksia, a small tree
covered in whorled, olive- green foliage and
greenish-yellow flowers (photo above right).
This plant is native to a restricted area of
the Blue Mountains, NSW.

14. Also on your right is Isopogon cuneatus,
an upright shrub with floppy branches of flat
bright green leaves, often tinged with red, and
large pink heads of drumstick flowers (photo
below left). This plant is natlve to southwestern

15. Again on vyour right is Banksia
neoanglica, or New England Banksia, with
silver-backed, green foliage and gold flowers
with dark-red styles held upright (photo
above right). This shrub is native to the
eastern tablelands of Queensland and NSW.
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8 — 21 July 2026

Featuring the plants of the Australian National Botanic
Gardens, Canberra, ACT. Written and illustrated by
ANBG Friends Rosalind and Benjamin Walcott

Today we will walk up the hill behind the café
and along the road past the lan Potter
Consevatory construction site

1. After you leave the Visitor Centre on your
right, in a pot, is Pimelea physodes, or Qualup
Bell, with grey-green foliage close to reddish
stems with pendant green bracts enclosing the
small flowers and dark red outer bracts (photo
above). This plant is native to southwestern WA
and is considered the most outstanding of the
genus.

2. Also on your right is Anigozanthos ‘Bush
Pearl’, a hybrid Kangaroo Paw with long-
blooming, bright pink flowers developed by
Angus Stewart (photo next page top left).



3. Again on your right is Chorizema cordatum
or Heart-leaved Flame Pea, a showy plant with
vivid pink and orange flowers on a weeping
shrub with bright-green prickly foliage, native to
the moist southwestern parts of WA (photo
above right). :

4. Bear left behlnd the cafe and rlght behind
the depot to see, on your left Banksia
ericifolia ‘Bird Song’, a small hybrid banksia
with fine, bright green foliage and large orange
flowers (photo above).

5. On your right is Banks:a splnulosa a
bush with large pale-yellow flowers held
upright on toothed linear grey-green foliage
(photo above). Sometimes known as the
Hairpin Banksia, this plant is native to the
three eastern states extending along the
coast from Victoria to Cairns.

6. As you turn left uphill, on your left is
Grevillea ‘Legacy Flame’, a small grevillea,
bred locally by Bywong Nursery, which
commemorates 100 years of Legacy Australia
with flame-like, orange-red flowers which
resemble the Legacy torch (photo below).
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7. Also on your left is Westringia fruticosa
‘Wunderbar’ or ‘Double Wonder’, a small
dense shrub with grey-green foliage and pale
mauve or pink semi-double flowers (photo
below).

8. Still on your left is Crowea ‘Little
Rockstar’, a compact form of Crowea,
reaching only 60-80cm high, from a seedling
variant growing at the ANBG. This plant has
many pink star flowers (photo below)..

9. Again on your left is Grevillea ‘Bloodline’,
bred at Bywong Nursery by Peter Ollerenshaw,
similar to the long flowering variety Grevillea
‘Lady O’, but with a sllghtly arching habit (photo
below).

10. On your right is Brachychiton rupestris, or
Queensland Bottle Tree, a small tree with a trunk
swollen with water, endemic to central
Queensland and northern NSW (photo below).

11. On your left is Phebalium woombye, a
bushy shrub with slender leaves, silver on the
reverse, and clusters of starry, pink flowers,
native to the coastal regions of southeastern
Queensland and northeastern NSW (photo
below). —
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